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BOULDER MOLOTOV ATTACK (1 JUNE 2025) -
REMARKS OPV INCIDENT OVERVIEW & STRATEGIC
IMPLICATIONS

On 1 June 2025, a weekly “Run for Their Lives” walk on Boulder’s
Pearl Street Mall—held in support of Israeli hostages in Gaza was
attacked by 45-year-old Mohamed Sabry Soliman. Armed with
Molotov cocktails and spray bottles of accelerant, the assailant
hurled firebombs and sprayed flames while shouting “Free
Palestine” and “End Zionists.” Two victims were airlifted with
severe burns; several others suffered moderate-to-serious
injuries.



Soliman’s shouted references to Gaza reveal how personal
grievances over the humanitarian crisis there can drive a lone
individual to commit violence against Jewish targets in the United
States; experts note that since Hamas’s 7 October 2023 attack on
Israel, many antisemitic incidents in the U.S. and Europe have
explicitly cited Gaza as justification. In Soliman’s case, his actions
fit the pattern of a self-radicalized lone-wolf actor who consumes
extremist propaganda. Crucially, at 45 years old he falls outside
the more common under-35 age-bracket for such perpetrators.
Analysts are now tracking a nascent trend of older offenders (40+)
embracing radical ideologies and acting alone, an age-shift also
visible in the 26 May 2025 Liverpool vehicle-ramming, where a 53-
year-old driver injured dozens (motive still under investigation)

This Boulder fire-bombing coincided with other recent incidents in
which Gaza-related grievances manifested as violence or
intimidation: days earlier, a self-identified pro-Palestinian
sympathizer in Washington, D.C., shot and killed two Israeli-
American embassy staffers, and vandalism in Paris using green
paint (a symbol of Hamas) targeted several Jewish institutions
after pro-Gaza demonstrations. Although the methods differed
fire-bombs in Colorado, gunfire in D.C., symbolic graffiti in France,
all three events illustrate the ideological through-line of Gaza-
motivated violence while also spotlighting the emerging
willingness of older radicals to employ violence, reflecting a wider
surge in extremist attacks tied directly or indirectly to frustration
over Gaza.



Without a sustainable ceasefire and substantial humanitarian
relief for Gaza’s civilian population, persistent grievances will
continue to serve as ideological catalysts for lone-wolf
attackers and transnational extremist networks.

The emergence of older perpetrators (40+) in ideologically-
driven attacks suggest a shift in extremist demographics,
warranting revised strategies for monitoring and intervention.
The attack exacerbates communal tensions, potentially fueling
cycles of fear, mistrust, and further polarization between
different ethnic and religious communities in the U.S.

This incident may catalyze political momentum for
strengthened hate-crime legislation, tougher immigration
enforcement (given the assailant's overstayed visa status)
Balancing legitimate humanitarian advocacy related to Gaza
with explicit condemnation of violent extremism becomes
crucial to preventing the conflation of political activism with
acts of hate-driven violence.

This incident underscores the need for careful diplomatic
messaging and policy considerations regarding the Israel-
Gaza conflict, especially in avoiding rhetoric that may
inadvertently fuel radical narratives.



